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MOTTRAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFIGER  OF  HEAIiTR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Mottram 

Urban  District  Council. 

Mottram , 

February  1st,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  District 
for  the  past  year,  together  with  the  statistics  of 
sickness  and  mortality  on  the  Forms  supplied  by  the 


Local  Government  Board. 

Population — Census,  1891  . . .  3,270 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1898...  3,404 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . .  1,084 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  living . . .  18*5 

Death  Rate  per  1000  living  . . .  16*1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  .  IT 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year  per 

1000  Births  . .  269 


BIRTH-RATE. — During  the  year  63  births  have 
been  registered  (34  males  and  29  females). 

The  birth-rate  is  8*9  per  1000  below  the  mean  birth¬ 
rate  from  1893-1899  inclusive. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births 
and  the  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Population. 

1896 

83 

25  3 

3270 

1897 

90 

26-4 

3404 

1898 

91 

26-7 

3404 

1899 

93 

27'3 

3404 

1900 

63 

18-5 

3404 

DEATH-RATE, — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
at  all  ages  during  the  year  was  55  (27  males  and  28 
females). 

The  death-rate  is  2*4  per  1,000  below  the  mean  death- 
rate  from  1893  to  1899  inclusive. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Infant 

Mortality 

under 

1  Year. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Population. 

1896 

74 

22-6 

22 

6  7 

3270 

1897 

60 

17-6 

11 

3*2 

3404 

1898 

57 

16*7 

15 

4*4 

3404 

1899 

56 

16*4 

15 

4’4 

3404 

1900 

55 

161 

17 

4-4 

3404 
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Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  17  occurred  to 
Children  under  1  year ;  6  between  1  and  5  ;  1  between 
5  and  15  ;  3  between  15  and  25  ;  15  between  25  and  65  ; 
and  13  above  65  years. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — The  proportions  of  deaths 
among  children  under  1  year  is  about  the  average  ; 
17  of  those  who  died  being  under  1  year,  being  equal  to 
a  death-rate  of  4*9  per  1,000.  A  large  number  of  these 
died  from  diseases  apparently  due  to  exposure,  wrant 
of  care  and  improper  feeding.  In  most  of  our  manu¬ 
facturing  districts  a  large  percentage  of  infants  are 
placed  out  to  nurse,  and  very  little  regularity  as  to 
time,  quality,  or  kind  of  food  is  observed.  Starchy 
food,  usually  bread,  either  added  to  milk,  or  given  in 
water  sweetened  with  sugar,  or,  what  is  worse,  a  bit 
of  anything  that  happens  to  be  going,  is  the  kind 
generally  used. 

Instructions  are  constantly  given  to  mothers  and 
those  who  have  the  care  of  infants  how  to  feed  them, 
but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  lasting  impres¬ 
sion  on  them  of  the  high  value  of  milk  only  as  food  for 
young  children,  and  in  spite  of  advice  to  the  contrary 
they  generally  return  to  their  own  injurious  method  : 
the  reason  is  obvious,  it  sives  trouble  and  keeps  the 
child  quiet.  Insanitary  conditions  also  play  a  part  in 
the  high  death-rate  of  infants,  but  it  is  small  a» 
compared  with  improper  feeding,  want  of  care  and 
management. 

Pamphlets  on  the  Feeding,  Care,  and  Management 
of  Young  Children,  by  Dr.  Vacher,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  containing  excellent  advice,  have 
been  distributed  to  persons  with  young  families  in 
the  district,  and  others  left  with  the  Registrar  to  give 


6 


to  parents  when  registering  the  births  of  their  infants 
and  will  no  doubt  accomplish  some  good  if  mothers 
will  only  attend  to  the  instructions  given. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  cause  of,  and  ages  at, 
death,  of  children  under  1  year  : — 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Other  Diseases. 

Age  at  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ' 

Bionchitis  3 

2  Infants  were  under 

complicated  with  j  1 

Phthisis  1 

5  hours. 

2  Infants  were  under 

Pneumonia 

Enteritis  1 

7  days. 

2  Infants  were  under 

Tubercular  ) 

1 

Meningitis  ; 

1  month. 

2  Infants  between  1  and 

2  months. 

2  infants  between  2  and 

Morasmus  3 

3  months. 

3  Infants  betw  een  3  and 

Debility  3 

6  months. 

4  Infants  between  6  and 

Convulsions  3 

Exhaustion  1 

12  months. 

Total  1 

16 

17 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — Twenty-two  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
viz.: — 12  Scarlet  Fever,  9  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  Erysiplas. 

MEASLES. — -An  epidemic  of  this  disease  appeared 
in  the  Broadbottom  portion  of  the  district  at  the  end 
of  December,  1899,  and  beginning  of  January,  1900, 
mention  of  which  was  made  in  the  Deport  for  last 
year.  The  schools  were  closed  for  a  month  with  the 
object  of  preventing  the  disease  from  spreading  into 
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Hattersley  and  Mot  tram  proper,  and  at  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  that  period,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
isolated  cases,  the  epidemic  had  passed  away. 
Unfortunately  one  or  two  children  from  Broadbottom 
attended  an  Annual  Tea  Party  at  Mott  ram,  and  the 
disease  soon  became  epidemic  there,  and  ultimately 
found  its  way  into  Hattersley.  Both  the  Mixed  and 
the  Infant  Schools  were  closed  for  several  weeks. 
One  death  resulted. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  wTas  also  prevalent  at  the  same 
time,  and  caused  2  deaths.  The  disease  is  not 
seriously  considered  by  parents  ;  the  early  symptoms 
jjattLtehl  oftsoi?  being  generally  attributed  to  common 
cough,  few  precautions  are  taken  or  medical  advice 
sought,  unless  the  disease  assumes  an  alarming 
character. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — 12  cases  occurred  during  the 
year,  4  in  January,  2  in  April,  1  in  May,  1  in  July, 
1  in  August,  1  in  November,  and  2  in  December. 

Practically  the  disease  appeared  periodically  in  the 
district  the  whole  year,  but  the  infection  was  not  in 
every  case  traceable  from  one  child  to  another,  as 
some  of  them  occurred  in  portions  of  the  district 
widely  apart,  and  had  no  communication  with  each 
other.  Those  in  January  were  the  tail  end  of  a  slight 
outbreak  in  December,  1899.  After  an  interval  of 
three  months  a  fresh  centre  of  infection  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  a  child  that  contracted  the  disease  at  Hyde, 
and  from  this  a  second  child  was  infected.  In  July 
an  isolated  case  appeared  in  the  Broadbottom  portion, 
but  did  not  spread.  In  August  a  second  case  occurred 
in  the  same  house  as  one  of  the  cases  in  January.  Two 
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outi  oir  three  crises  in  IN  ovember  an  cl  December 
attended  Ilollingworth  School.  There  were  three 
cases  of  Scarlatina  in  a  cottage  close  to  the  school,  and 
other  cases  in  the  village  at  the  time,  and  no  doubt 
the  imection  was  taken  either  at  school  or  when 
playing  with  children  from  infected  houses.  The 
remaining  case  was  a  child  that  came  from  Staly- 
bridge  on  a  visit  to  some  relations  at  Mottram,  and 
had  evidently  contracted  the  disease  before  leaving 
home,  as  the  rash  appeared  soon  after  her  arrival. 

AW  these  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  no 
deaths  occurred.  I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  mild 
character  of  the  disease  that  these  isolated  cases  are 
constantly  cropping  up,  as  many  cases  are  overlooked, 
and  the  illness  attributed  by  the  parents  to  some  slight 
ailment,  such  as  common  colds,  disordered  stomachs, 
&c.,  and  the  children  allowed  to  return  to  school  in  a 
few  days  and  mix  with  other  children 

Owing  to  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  visiting  Hyde  and  Stalybridge  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  many  cases  of  Scarlatina  are  imported  into 
the  neighbourhood  from  those  places,  where  the 
disease  appears  to  have  been  almost  endemic  for 
sever  al  years. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — 9  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred,  and  one  proved  fatal.  The  first,  was  in 
Mottram  Moor,  in  a  row  of  cottages  where  a  case 
occurred  18  months  since,  and  as  the  common  midden 
system  is  in  use  there,  it  may  probably  have  been 
caused  in  that  way.  the  second  case  was  in  Gorsey 
Brow,  but  the  infection  was  not  satisfactorily  traced. 
In  November  3  cases  appeared  in  Market  Street, 
Broadbottom,  within  a  few  days,  and  two  others 
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the  following  week  in  the  same  street,  and  two 
more  shortly  afterwards  in  King  Street.  These  two 
streets  are  supplied  with  the  same  Avater,  which 
courses  down  from  two  springs  at  the  top  of  Gorsey 
Bfoav,  more  than  half  its  length  in  a  stone  drain,  and 
these  cases  were  caused  by  the  germs  of  the  disease 
having  gained  access  to  the  water  in  its  transit,  owing 
to  the  excreta  of  the  patient  in  Gorsey  Brow  having 
inadvertently  been  buried  in  a  garden  near  to  one  of 
these  sources. 

Independent  of  Typhoid  germs  being  present  in  this 
Avater,  it  has  not  recently  been  satisfactory  in  wet 
weather,  and  was  suspected  of  pollution  Avith  organic 
matter,  and  reported  upon.  The  Council  instructed 
me  to  have  it  analysed,  and  it  Avas  found  to  be  con¬ 
taminated  with  sewage,  and  condemned. 

Immediately  the  outbreak  was  traced  to  the  water, 
verbal  instructions  were  given  to  all  the  occupants  of 
these  two  streets  (35  houses)  to  discontinue  its  use,  or 
otherwise  to  boil  it  before  using  it  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  a  printed  circular  to  that  effect  sent  to 
each  house  subsequently.  Provision  was  also  made 
by  the  Council  to  furnish  them  for  a  few  months  with 
the  public  supply,  free  of  cost. 

Action  was  taken  by  the  Council  against  the 
owners,  under  Sec.  70,  Pub.  Health  Act,  1875,  to  close 
the  troughs  and  tank  in  which  the  water  Avas  stored. 
The  owners  having  proved  by  a  separate  analysis  that 
the  AATater  Avas  fit  for  drinking  purposes  at  its  source, 
the  case  Avas  adjourned  until  April  29th,  with  the 
understanding  that  in  the  meantime  conduit  pipes 
would  be  laid  throughout  the  water  course,  and  com¬ 
pleted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 


10 


The  following  is  the  anal)  sis  of  the  first  sample 
taken,  which  is  very  bad.  Three  other  samples  were 
taken  at  different  periods,  but  were  much  better, 
showing  that  this  water  was  liable  to  intermittent 
pollution. 

Analysis  of  Water  supplied  to  Market  Street  and 
King  Street,  Broadbottom. 

December  10th,  1900. 

Messrs.  Woolley  &  Co.,  Manchester. 

Appearance  in  2ft.  tube . Clear,  almost  colourless. 

Phosphates  and  Nitrites  ...Traces. 

Sulphites . In  rather  large  quantites. 

Lead .  . Absent. 

Hardness . . . 8*8  degrees  (Clarke’s  scale). 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . 1*5  per  gall. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . 6*0  „ 

Ammonia  . 0.0017  per  gall. 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  . 0*0017  „ 

Total  Solid  Matter  . 15*6  „ 

“  The  water  has  been  contaminated  with  much 
sewage — this  is  shown  by  the  very  large  quantities  of 
Nitrates  present.  It  has  the  character  of  either 
manure  or  graveyard  drainage.  The  Albumenoid 
Ammonia  is  high.  The  water  is  not  a  safe  one  for 
drinking  purposes.” 

ACTION  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — Isolation  is  carried 
out  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  parents  of  children 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  instructed  to 
keep  all  other  members  of  the  family  from  attending 
school,  and  other  people’s  children  from  entering  the 
infected  house  until  the  Medical  Attendant  informs 
them  that  all  risk  of  infection  is  over .  Information 
is  also  given  to  the  schoolmaster.  The  premisses  are 
examined  for  insanitary  conditions.  Disinfectants 
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are  also  supplied  gratuitously  during  the  illness,  and 
the  clothes  and  bedding  disinfected. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  public  supply,  which  is 
taken  from  one  of  the  Manchester  Corporation 
reservoirs,  is  abundant  and  pure.  16  houses  in  Well 
Row  and  4  in  Hurst  Clough  have  been  connected  to 
the  Company’s  mains  during  the  past  year.  These 
houses  were  formerly  supplied  from  shallow  wells 
liable  to  pollution.  The  condition  of  the  water  at 
Market  Street  and  King  Street  has  already  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  Typhoid  Fever. 

POISONED  BEER.— Enquiries  have  been  made  of 
all  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  district,  but  no 
cases  of  Peripheral  Neuritis  have  come  under  their 
notice  from  this  cause. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  no  milk  shops,  the 
supply  being  obtained  from  the  surrounding  farms. 

LODGING  HOUSES.— There  is  only  one  Common 
Lodging  House,  and  this  has  always  been  found  clean 
and  in  good  order. 

NOXIOUS  TRADES.— No  Noxious  Trades  aie 
carried  on  in  the  district. 

OUTFALL  WORKS.- — The  Outfall  Works  are  acting 
satisfactorily.  The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Committee’s 
Inspector  has  paid  frequent  visits,  and  the  effluent  has 
usually  been  classed  as  good.  During  the  year  one  of 
the  filters  has  been  renewed,  and  is  working  satis¬ 
factorily. 

INSPECTION. — Periodical  inspections  of  the  district 
have  been  made  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  sanitary  defects  noted  and  remedied. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  COWSHEDS,  &  DAIRIES 
have  also  been  visited,  and  generally  found  clean. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS.— New  closets  and  a 
new  ashpit  on  Mr.  Shaw’s  property,  Shaw-street ;  new 
closet,  ashpit  and  new  drain  on  Mr.  D.  Haworth’s 
property,  Hirst  Clough  ;  new  pail  closet  on  property 
of  Great  Central  Railway  Co.,  Brick  street ;  additional 
closet  and  covered  ashpit  on  Mr.  A.  Parkey’s  property, 
Well  Row ;  three  additional  closets  and  covered  ash¬ 
pit,  Mr.  Sykes’  property,  The  Mudd  ;  additional  pail 
closet  on  property  Great  Central  Sheet  Works, 
Broadbottom,  have  been  built,  and  new  gully  traps 
fixed  at  Nos.  5  &  7,  Church  Brow.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  states  that  53  nuisances  have  come  under 
his  notice,  48  of  which  have  been  abated.  The 
scavenging  of  middens,  &c.,  has  been  efficiently  carried 
out  by  the  contractor,  under  his  supervision,  and 
1,389  loads  of  house  refuse  collected  and  taken  to  the 
Council’s  tip.  He  has  also  disinfected  all  houses  after 
infectious  diseases,  and  the  Mottram  and  Broadbottom 
Schools  prior  to  re-opening  them  after  the  epidemic 
of  measles. 

VACCINATION. — The  following  is  the  return  of 
the  vaccination  of  children  registered  during  the 


year  : — 

Successfully  Vaccinated .  38 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination  .  — 

Died  Unvaccinated  .. . 9 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  .  3 


Certificates  of  Conscientious  Objection 
under  Vaccination  Act  (Exemption)... 


Removal  from  District  .  ..  — 

Outstanding  Cases  not  Vaccinated  .  15 

Total .  63 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  S.  BURNETT,  M,O.H. 
Mottram,  Feb.  1st,  1901. 


